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Africa. At Work: The Masters And The Slaves
By DAVID LYNN
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Working so hard lUte a IOldier,
can't allord' a thing on TV,

deep In my heart J abhor ya,
can't afford food for the klel.

Who Is In blame In what country?
never can eet to the one,
dealing In multiplication,
still can't leed evel)'one.

"Electric Avenue"

by Eddie Grant. .
It Is dawn as the men on the construction crew pick up their tools and

begin another work day. The Eddie Grant tune plays over a cassette recorder
as Richard and Elllas begin pouring the concrete floor. Moses and George are
plasterine oyer an old wall, whtle James. Lucky and I start building a new
one. We seem to be working well together. conslderlnethey are Black and I
am White and this Is South Africa.

As the warm Alrlcan sun beelos to eet .n edee on the morning chili.
James-a lean, young Zulu who was orlelnally hired as my Interpreter-talks
about the frustrations he faces trying to provide for his wile and two children.
He has the equlvslent of a hleh school education and dreams of IOmeday be-
Ine able to co the college In order to pursue the career In business whleb
might provide more than a Uletlme of mud huls and mealle meal lor his new
family. But while his potential may seem limitless to me, and while his
ability to communicate In flve different languales-Zulu, Shona. Swazi, AIr!-
'caans and English-is ample evidence 01 his desire and capaclly to learn,
.James Is locked Into a social system that wll\ only oller starvation wages to
him and his lamlly lor the rest 01 their lives.
- The deserted show-grounds facility at which we are worklne has come

alive with the sound of Black Africans swlnelne hammers and scraplne
lrowels, all to the beat 01 apartheid, a social system that can best be
described as Instllutlonallzed slaveI)'. The carnival ucitement that would
normally attend the sight 01 workers busily constructing amusement rides,
show-horse arenas and vendine booths Is absent here In Nelsprult. South
Africa: only an overriding oppression can be fell and seen as the show
grounds are being prepared lor Nelsprult's annual county lair.
. MODERN JOHANNESBURG

WhenI IIrst got off the plane at.Jan Smuls airport InJohannesburg. I was

hoping that my research conc:emlne the South African way of lUe had ade-
quatel~' prepared me lor what I was about In encounter. And allirst glanee
Johannesburg could be compared to any other n.OOemcity In the Western
1Torld.complete with high-tech skyline. congested Ireeways. lrImmed subur-
ban lawns. and people 01 various races busily maneuvering down crowded

Apartheid
Apartheid creates a web 01 restrictions that pull obvious ralralnll on

peacelul social chance. Blacks. Asians and Coloreds Imbed race) are
regulaled by the while South Alrlcan eovemment on where they can live,
work. play. eal. drtnk. and on which tollel they can use. But the most slpill-
cant restriction Is the denlsl 01the Black and Bro,", citizens' participation In
government.

However. this year. due to pressures, both Internal and elltemal. the
South African eovemment has painfully amended Ils constitution to etve the
Asians and Coloreds the right to limited representation by selecting their OWD
respective parliam~nls. This seemlngty procrasive eesture Is a cosmetic one
slnc~ the white eovemment will sUIlhave llnal say In all matters. A vast ma.
jorlty 01 the Asian and Colored voten have boycotted the (lnt elections
because the right to vote bas not been elltended to the black majority,

The white minority of U million dictates In the 17.&million Blacks, the
2.5mlUionColoreds and the 850.000Asians by what they consider a God'elven
rlpt. Their Godliness resulls In the deaths of 1 out 01eveI)' 5 rural children
alter their flnt year lrom malnutrition-related dlseases ...hile South Africa
produces enoucb lood to meet 112percent of the optimum dally energy re-
qulremenls 01 their whole population.

The WorldBank polnll to South Africa as haviDIthe most Inequitable db-
trlbutlon of Income out 01the DOcounlrles they surveyed. The top IO~ of in-
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sidewalks.
Alter wandering through the city lor awhile J caueht the eye 01an elderly

Black man and asked him directions to my hotel. He lowered his eye\ and ad-
dressed me as "Master. " He then proceeded to elve me the directions in per-
feci English. but It did not register...1 couldn't get past the stine 01his flnt
word. .

Racism has always been in my life in one way or another since childhood.
I crew up In Orange Counly's middle-class nellhborhoods. listening to the
teachings 01my lather, an allomey lor the John Birch Society. As a youne

marine I witnessed race rlols at virtually eveI)' base I was stationed al. in- .
cludlne Vi~tnam- The combination of my positive and lIfe-changlne :
relationships with Blacks and Hispanics Influenced and shaped my lormal .
education in soclololYand my eventual desire to eIIperlenceSouth Alrlca. JI's :
not that I had to Co haU way around the world to observe and write about:
racism. One can uperlenc:e plenty 01 that right here in Los Angeles. But.
nowhere Is racism 10 institutionalized and vicious as It Is In South Alrica to-
day.

Johanl!esburc proved to be too cosmopolitan and Impersonal (or my pur-
poses. 10 J ventured over to the coastal cIly 01 Durban, where Mahatma
Gandhi made his stand as a youngallorney. During my first week In Durban,
J read an editorial In one of the local newspapers describing the,
autoblocraphy of Gandhibeing found In the ficllon section of a book slore. The
writer played with this concept In a clever way, clever enoueh to eet it ,
published In a eovemment~ntrolied newspaper. but was stili able to convey.
a message 01hope to the people 01color In South Alrica. Alter reading the ~

editorial. I tracked down Ils author and made a new Irlend, Rarem. >
MEETINGWITHRAREM. .

My flnt meetlne with Rar~m. a 60-year-old Indian attorney who has lived ,
his whole life In Durban. was In his modest law office that overflowed with
books that defined the racial laws of apartheid. South Africa's system 01 .
government. He seemed to enjoy my Interest In his countl)' and took time out .~

01his busy schedule to school me on the Inner-worklnes of apartheid. He ell-
plalned that IIle under the South Alrican system of apartheid gives absolule
power to Its Whiteminority while strlpplne evel)'one else of diplty and lun- '
damental human rlghll. '

"The White South Alrlcans rule at the expense 01those they view as ell- '
pendable while reaching the ends of power and profit." he sllted at the time.

Rarem took me on walks where we traced the steps that Gandhi took:
where he had been chased by an angl)' White crowd through Ihe streels 01
downtown Durban. We drove out to Phoenix where Gandhi's selllement Is 1
-stili functioning with Ils own school and medical clinic. II was evident that the .
spirit of Gandhi lived on In this smali and dusty hilltop community by witness-. :
ing the care It provided to the thousands 01 Black and Brown South Africans ~
that lived nearby In squalor and starvation. Gandhi's settlemenl provided the
only drinking water lor miles around beeause all the other wells in the area .
had su~umbed to either the present drought or the contamination 01cholora. :

Whll~ out having a beer one t)-plcal sticky evening, I met the Smiths. a
younl White South Alrican couple who w~re vacationing on Durban's '.
beaches. We shared a table and a couple plt~hers of beer as they eagerly 'j
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