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Ombudsman OKd for VA
Hospital; Group Ends Sit -in

By MARCIDA DODSON
Thmes St Writer

A day-long sit-in by ta-
tives of the Center for Veteran's
‘Rights ended Wednesday afternoon
at the Long Beach Veterans Adminis-
tration Hospital when officials agreed
to allow one of the center's counse-
lors to serve as an ombudsman for
patients there,

Edwin Klag, director of the medical
facility, said David a counsejor
paid by the center, would be given
office space on a temporary basis un-
til legal questions about the group’s
standing can be answered

Klag made the announcement at an
afternoon meeting attendad by Lynn,
center director Ron Bitzer and 10 pa-
tents from the hospital.

Wednesday's s:; -in started in the
morning when the veterans group
held a press conference off hospital
grounds and asking for the office

ce in behalf of the Committee for

terans Rights, which is made up of

a group of patients at the hospital that

is workcng for better health care in
VA facilities.

Lynn said he had been working for
the group out of his backpack and
now wanted office space.

Later Lynn and a handful of sup-
porters carried a desk into a vacant
third-floor office where as many as
10 patients from the haspital joined
them during the day. At that point
Lynn said the group would leave only
if it could get a satisfactary rupcnae
to the space request.

Previously, the VA admn'ustntors

asdoﬂ:cespacerequutedbythe'

veterans group, under federal guide-
lines, could not be made available to
an organization unless it was mmm
ally recognized.:

Klag said there are estabhshed
procedures at the hospital to handle
patients complaints and the hospital
bad intended (o hire a patient’s repre-
sentative until it was stopped by
President Carter’s hiring freeze.

Klag agreed to meet with the rep-
resentatives again in 3 week to seek 2
permanent solution to the issue. o
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