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ByAndrea BoroffEagan
252

wenty-four-year,old Marla Hanson, a model, refused to go
out with her landlord, Steve Roth. In fact, after a couple
of months, she left the apartment she had been subletting
from him. When she asked for the return of her security
deposit, she expected him to resist. But Hanson never
expected that Roth, instead of handing over the money,
would set her up for two men wielding single-edged razors.
The cuts they inflicted-from .ear .to mouth, temple to
nose and down the forehead, through the eyelid-required
150 stitches. Her scars, though faded, are permanent.

Hanson's case made the papers nationwide, but her
tragedy is only one drama out of hundreds. More young
women are living alone than ever, and a woman without
a man's protection looks like easy prey. Finding an affordable

. apartment is a problem in many towns and cities, and
a man with a reasonably priced place to rent is in a position
of power. The result: Sexual harassment by landlords or
building employees strikes women literally where they live,
in their own homes. They may be faced with repeated
and unwelcome lewd suggestions, they may be fondled or
raped, they may be offered a deal-sex in return for a
reduced security deposit or rent. And if they don't go along?
Threats, rent hikes, even evictions are not uncommon.




