
SecuritY,safetyproblems alleged
at U.S.Naval,Weapons Station
By Jeanne Wright
The Register

SEAL BEACH-A U.S. congres.
sional candidate and leaders of a
local anti-nuclear arms group say
"outstanding safety problems" ex-
ist at the C.S. ='lavalWeapons Sta-
tion.

The contention is based on in-
formation in federal documents ob-
tained through the Freedom of. Information Act.

Despite a federal report in 1983
that safety had improved on the
naval base, Democratic congres-
sional candidate Mary Lou Brophy
and Orange County Alliance for
Survival leaders allege security is
lax and hazardous wastes are be-
ing stored at the station in violation
of federal regulations.

Navy officials at the weapons
station Thursday denied the a1le-'
gations. which were made the
same day during a news confer-
ence at BrophY's home.

"The security is more than ade-
quate to insure that critical Navy
equipment and munitions are prop-
erly safeguarded ... and as of right
now, we have no hazardous
wastes" improperly stored at the
weapons station. said Capt. J.W.
Kinnier. station commanding Offi-
cer.

Alliance leaders and Brophy -
seeking the 42ndDistrict seat from
Republican. incumbent Daniel Lun-
gren - said information fro~. 400
pages of federal documents, plus
their own telescopic monitoring of
activities at the weapons station.
have led them to conclude that al-
though nuclear weapons are no
longer stored at the base, serious
safety problems continue to exist.

:YIeanwhile.Thursday night nu-
clear arms protesters held the
third annual candlelight vigil out-
side the weapons station, in mem-
ory of Aug. 9, 1945. the day the
"Cnited States dropped an atomic
bomb on Nagasaki. Japan.

Da\'~ Lvnn. an Alliance mem-o ber W 0 researched the federal
documents and met with General
Accounting Office officials. said
GAO reports indicated the head of
the station' s safety department
told federal investigators safety is

hDot taken seriously. at the base.
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" The security is more
than adequate to insure
that critical Navy'
equipment and munitions
are properly . .
safeguarded "'. and as of
right now, we have no
hazardous wastes. "

Capt. J.W. Kinnler,
station commander

. .
GAO investigators also inter-'

viewed ship personnel who said se-
curity was lax at ,~aheim Bay
where munitions and weaponsare
stored on barges, Lynn said.

Private boats have access to the
bay and Alliance leaders charged
the area is.vulnerable to possible
sabotage,

"Yes, we do have boat traffic.
IWe do not search and control but

we do have security measures we
do not discuss," Kinnier said in a
statement released Thursday.

Lynn also claimed the docu-
ments show hazardous wastes
were foundto be stored improperly
on the base, in violationof federal ~

regulations. i
But Kinnier said. "We have con- .

tinuing detailed inspectionsand re-
views' that have noted no
disc'repancies in our toxic waste
(removal) effort." .

There were hazardous materials'
on the base at one time, but they
"were properly and legally dis- .
posed of," Kinnier said..

Alliance leaders said documents
show nine incidents in 1981and 1982
when "dangerous" conventional
weapons were dropped either by.
cranes or off wharfs.

"Fortunately, none of them ex-
ploded." Lynn said.

Kinnier said those were "minor
incidents. Navy munitions are de-
signed to be safe and especially
designed to withstand shipboard
and handling incidents."

A Navy" spokesman said the
weapons are tested to withstand
drops of 40 feet withoUt an explo-
sion.

The Al!iane claims that in the
ev~nt of a nuclear \\'eapon in:~d~nt. .

at the base. deadly radioactive plu-
tonium gas could be released.

The ~a\'y has refused to confirm
or deny the presence of nuclear
weapom-at the -b~- -'-

.
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t, ' '; '..' . ,J, Times $t8ffWrlter . " '. ..
j SEALBEACH- A:groupcirungitself .:'openhotlSe'programwasplannedthisyear.
tthe Alliancefor Survival Friday announced' " ~e have had ppenhouseprograms for

" plans to stage a demonstrationtoday outside two years running but becauseparticipation
Jthe gates of the Naval Weapons Station has been way down,we didn't plan one for
~1iere. .. 'this year,"Harkinssaid."Weknowaboutthe
~t' A press ~eleasesaid the demonstration. demonstration but we~ leave it up to the
~was organized to protest the reported "SealBeach poU~ to handle any problems. .

~ Storageof nerve gas and nuclear weaponsat This will be the first protest here in about
iihestation.. ,. seven years." , " .
.: . . ,. ' '. The Alliancefor Survival group saiii'the
~,~DavidLynn, organizerof the protest, said proteStwas organizedon the basisofa Navy
tthe Alliance for Survival is a coalition of official'salleged comment at a recent avia-
~vironmental, religious, community and tion hearing that "nuclear weapons and

<,antiwar groups. It will hold a "Survival general aviationdon'tmix."
Sunday- Festivalfor a Future"at the .' That statement reportedlywas made

JlIollywood Bowlfrom2 to 6p.m.Sunday,he during a Board of Supervisors hearing on
~said. . . proposed general aviation sites, one of
~~;~:Lynnclaimedthat the scheduled demon- which was the Armed Forces Reserve
.~Strationhad forced the base to cancel a Center at LosAIamitos.
~'pJ.annedopen house program to celebrate. Navy officials have never confirmed
:'"#med Forced Day. However, Joe Harkins, reports that nuclear weapons are stored or
~~~bliCaffairs officer for the station, ~d no repaired at the weaponsstation.
.;;.-'




